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The CTA is the best way to get to there! 

This October we 

hosted our 7th  

Annual College 

Scholarship Fair, 

presented by 

State Farm.  Our 

mission was to provide  minority students an opportunity to 

learn about the programs offered by a wide variety of Colleges 

and Universities.  We also endeavored to provide Colleges and 

Universities an opportunity to speak with qualified minority 

applicants.    As a result of our efforts, over $20 million in 

scholarships have been offered to students through our College 

Scholarship Fairs over the past 6 years.   

This year we had unprecedented success with more students 

and more schools than ever before.  Public transportation was 

inundated with students and their families as people from all 

over  Chicagoland and surrounding states converged on the 

UIC Forum .  Halsted Street and Roosevelt Road were a sea of 

yellow as chartered buses delivered high school students filled 

with the audacity of hope. By the end of the day, thousands of 

people participated in and benefitted from our 7th Annual Col-

lege Scholarship Fair. 

We also invited students and their families to attend workshops 

designed to teach them about everything from college admis-

sions and financial aid to writing skills needed to be successful with higher education.  Many 

high school students and their families participated in a college rap session with college stu-

dents.  The college students talked about importance of effective  study habits and methods to 

manage the new found independence and responsibilities they will realize with college life.       

    

The evening before our College Scholarship Fair, 100BMC invited high performing students 

to attend an exclusive reception.  Over 270 students mingled with recruiters from select 

schools, who have a history of admitting and awarding significant scholarship and grant 

money to participants in our fair.  The evening also featured a scholarship awarded by the 

Treasureôs Office of the State of  Illinois to one of our mentees. Finally, a special thank you to 

one of our sponsors, Outback Steakhouse, who made sure that all of our guests enjoyed a full 

catered dinner.   

.  
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100 BMC Mentees at 7th Annual College Scholarship Fair 

Our  mentees who attending the College Scholarship Fair got 

a special treat this year. They met the Honorable Richard M. 

Daley, mayor of the City of Chicago. Mayor Daley com-

mended 100 BMC for stepping up to the plate and filling a 

void.  He also shared that 100BMC illustrated that it takes 

dedication and effort to effect a childôs life.  He further sug-

gested that more people follow the lead of 100 BMC, which 

has successfully delivered mentoring services for the past 15 

years.   

2009-2010 Mentoring Session began with a bang!  Our mentoring sessions are underway and we are we are 

excited to announce the addition of a Saturday Mentoring program at the Austin YMCA. We now have 30 

mentors and about 70 mentees.  Participants attend weekly sessions throughout the school year at one of three 

sites.  We host sessions at the Austin YMCA, Michele Clark High School, and 1040 E. 87th Street.  Mentors 

and guest lecturers share strategies for success and stories about their experiences and mentees are challenged 

to participate in discussions and role play.   Our program is based on the core principal ñWhat they see is what 

theyôll be.ò   

The topics are chosen to increase our menteesô ability to excel personally and professionally.  During the 2009

-2010 session our mentees will learn about preparation for College, self, esteem, business plans, social interac-

tions with the opposite sex, car maintenance, legal rights and responsibilities, grooming, steroid use, the Olym-

pics, on-line stock trading, banking, as well as stepping and salsa etc.  They will meet skilled tradesmen and 

professionals and learn about the perks and pitfalls of various career and life choices.   

If you know of anyone interested in joining our program as a mentee or speaker please visit our website at 

www.100BMC.org.   

100 BMC Kicks of 2009-2010 Mentoring Year 

Senior Mentees Win College Trunks 

Two of our senior mentees entered a competition for 

trunks filled with necessities for college. Terisa Grif-

fin, well known R and B singer,  chose Marlon and 

Tylerôs essays along with 88 other students leaving for 

college in the fall of 2009.  Tyler and Marlonôs writing 

skills afforded them the chance to hob knob with the 

premier singer and also receive bedding, toiletries, and 

towels to help them settle into their new dorm lives.    


